HISTORICAL  EPOCHS  ACCORDING  TO   MARX
nomic nature, the fact would remain that the poor people,
who from class interest ought to have acted quite dif-
ferently, fought, for the sake of religion, with fanatic
zeal by the side of princes and nobles of their creed,
against handicraftsmen, workmen and peasants of the
opposite persuasion who for similar reasons took the
side of their lords.    It happened, as we said before, in
some cases that the adherents of a religious creed con-
sisted mainly of people belonging to a certain class;
the English Puritans, for instance, were chiefly small
people, whereas the higher classes were either Catholics
or belonged to the Anglican High Church ;   the Ana-
baptists in Germany took a democratic and communistic
course;   a part of the peasants in Salzburg remained
Protestant even after the Counter-Reformation.    Yet,
these were  exceptions.     In general,   members  of all
classes either took the side of the Roman Church or were
against it.   If anybody should object that they were not
sufficiently enlightened and did not know their class
interests, we would reply that this only serves to prove
that ideology is decisive, and that neither class interest
nor conditions of production are sufficient to produce
a certain determined ideology.    It proves further that
struggles of such world-wide importance as the religious
wars for and against the Reformation, which went on
for two centuries, were not class struggles and only in
a few exceptional cases took the form of, or coincided
with, class struggles.
There is further the antagonism and conflict between
the generations that plays a very important part in
history. It is a conflict which has its roots in economic
as well as in ideological elements, and it is being fought
out within any class. It has to be admitted that though
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